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NEWS OF THE BULLDOGS! 

U. S. SECRETARIES VISIT 

The Dodge Dispatch 

Dates to Remember: 

On September 11, 2013, Dodge had the honor of having United States Sec-
retary of Education, Arne Duncan, and Secretary of Transportation, Antho-
ny Foxx, visit our campus.  These gentlemen met with teachers and staff as 
well as students.  
A number of our eighth grade students were privileged to be addressed by 
both secretaries and several students queried the secretaries about different  
aspects of their lives.  This group of students traveled to the cafeteria and 
helped to paint Kindness Coins with the Builder’s Club. 
As the secretaries left the library—Secretary Foxx went down the 8th grade 
hallway to the cafeteria and Secretary Duncan went down the 6th grade 
hallway.  Secretary Duncan made a quick visit to Mrs. Deborah Lee’s Lan-
guage Arts class and learned about  the social contract  that the students 
have developed.  Leaving her classroom, Secretary Duncan stopped in Ms. 
Val Barsevich’s math classroom and learned from the students about the 
math patterns that they were studying. 
As their security team requested that they leave for their next stop in Tuc-
son, both secretaries were presented with Dodge Bulldog shirts for them-
selves; they were also given gift bags for their children and President 
Obama’s girls.  Both Secretary Duncan and Secretary Foxx were given 50 
Kindness Coins each to distribute to individuals who they see exhibiting 
kindness in Washington D.C. or along their travels. 
When Secretary Duncan stopped  to take final pictures heading for his bus, 
he remarked to Dr. Schulter, that Dodge is an awesome school.                          

Parent teacher conferences 
Students will be released at 12:35 pm from classes and lunch will be served until 
the buses arrive at 12:50 pm on Monday, September 23rd through Wednesday, 
September 25, 2013 for parent/teacher conferences.   
Dodge will hold our evening parent/teacher conference event on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24, 2013 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  This year our event will be held in the 

cafeteria and the library.  The sixth grade core teachers (Language Arts, Math, 
Reading, Science and Social Studies) will be in the library;  all of the other teach-
ers will be in the cafeteria.  Our counselor, Mrs. Sanders, will be contacting par-
ents to schedule individual parent/teacher conferences to be held on Monday 

and Tuesday afternoon by grade level teams.    

PAC Meeting @ 6pm 9/16 

PAC AZ Pizza Night 9/19 

Counselor Coffee  8-9am 9/20 

Early Dismissal (Sch. #3): 9/23 to  9/25 

Parent / Teacher Conf. 5-7 pm 9/24 

Site Council Meeting @ 4:30 pm 9/18 

Fall Dance @ 3:50—5pm 10/3 

Grading Day (No School) 10/4 

Fall Break (No School)    10/7 to  10/11 

“If a child is to keep alive his 
inborn sense of wonder. He 
needs the companionship of 
at least one adult who can 
share it, rediscovering with 
him the joy, excitement, and 
mystery of the world we live 
in.” 

 - Rachel Carson 



The DODGE PAC, Parent Advisory Council, is looking for volunteers to help with 

the Fall Carnival which will be held on Friday, November 1, 2013.  This is the big-

gest event that the PAC sponsors during the school year.  We need your help to 

make this event a success. If you are interested in helping with the Carnival  

please contact your child’s home base parent or home base teacher, or the chair-

persons Amy Ruskin or Michelle Foth.  If you are unable to reach them, please contact Nancy Tepper, PAC 

President.  You can email Nancy at billionsandbillions@yahoo.com.  

Carnival, Volunteers Needed!!! 

P A G E  2  T H E  D O D G E  D I S P A T C H  

UHS Testing: The UHS entrance test will be given in 

October 2013.  The UHS application must be turned 

in by October 4, 2013.  Applications are available 

online or through Mrs. Sanders.  Students who have 

registered will take the test at Dodge Traditional Mag-

net Middle School.  If your child misses this date there 

will be a make-up in December.  The critical issue is 

getting your form to Accountability and Research by 

the deadline date: October 4, 2013 

ACT Testing: 8th grade students will be taking the 

ACT Explorer on October 15th and 16th.  There will 

be no make-up dates for the assessment and this test 

will help you and your child make educated decisions 

for their high school plans as well as let them know 

how ready they are for high school. 

UHS & ACT Testing 
 

Mrs. Sei Lee joins us from Townsend.  Mrs. Lee 

is teaching seventh grade Language Arts and 

seventh grade GATE Language Arts.  She is 

certified in Language Arts and has her GATE 

endorsement.  She is also bilingual in Korean 

and has been involved in the Asian Communi-

ty.  She has expressed an interest in possibly 

having a Korean Club in the future.   

Parents please be reminded 
that TUSD schools will be 
closed from Monday, Octo-
ber 7th — Friday, October 

11th for Fall Break. During this time, there will 
be no practices or other school—related activi-
ties.  Students will receive new schedules, re-
flecting any change in elective classes, during  
home base class on Monday, October  14th. 

New Staff 

The next Dodge Clean-up Day is scheduled for Saturday, 

October 26th from 8:00 until  noon.  If your child is a mem-

ber of the National Junior Honor Society, they must com-

plete 30 hours of community service by April. This is a great 

opportunity for students to earn community service hours 

and contribute to the overall appearance of the school. 

Students must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

We will be doing some painting around campus so please 

wear clothes that you don’t mind getting paint on. Please 

bring water!  

It would also be helpful if students brought rakes, brooms, 

dust pans, hula-hoes, and gloves. 

DODGE Clean-up 

Saturday  
Counselor Coffee 

The first Counselor Coffee  of 

2013-14 will be held this Fri-

day, September 20th in the 

library.  The major focus is on 

Internet Safety and a short 

PowerPoint will be presented.  In today’s technol-

ogy, students often have cell phones, iPads, etc. 

and sometimes kids make quick decisions without 

thinking about consequences.  This PowerPoint 

shares information for parents to help us all with 

the latest communication. 

Fall break 



Parents due to the increase in cost from our vendor for PE Uniforms, the cost will 
be increased from the current $7 to $10 October 1, 2013 for either the shorts or 
shirts.  We still have a few shirts and shorts and will sell them at the current fee of 
$7 each until we run out.  We realize that it is sometimes difficult for families, and 
we do want to let you know that we do have loaners if this is a problem. 

PE Uniforms 

P A G E  3  T H E  D O D G E  D I S P A T C H  

Many of our eighth graders are student 
aides for  classroom teachers as well as 
the office.  All of the student aides 
were trained to assist in the library if 
needed due to the reduction in staff in 
the library.  These students have been 
able to check out books for students, 
reshelve books, as well as help to make 

the library more inviting.  These positions are integral 
in helping teachers and staff with many tasks that 

would otherwise be delayed.  

These students have learned to use the copy ma-
chine; to enter the classroom to seek students for of-
fice staff; to direct visitors to specific locations; assist 
substitutes in finding their assigned room; and other 
duties that staff request. 
The office aides have the added duty of helping to 
insure that all visitors sign-in in the office and wear a 
badge as the visitor travels the campus.  Office aides 
are often making the school-wide copies of the 
Dodge Dispatch and other materials and then dis-
persing them to the various classrooms.  Our aides 
are ambassadors and are well versed in answering 
questions posed by guests. 

All aides must have passing grades in order to remain 
aides and like any other class, there are expectations 
and these students earn their grades by their perfor-
mance. 

If you have any old cell phones or empty ink cartridg-
es that you would like to donate to Dodge Traditional 
Magnet Middle School, we are collecting  these items 
in the office.  Please drop them off in the collection 
boxes located in the administration building.   

 

Student AIDES 

Absences: 
Dodge will begin sending home letters to parents 

whose children have accrued too many absences.  

It is imperative that students are at school every 

day given the impact absences can have on a stu-

dent’s academic success.  Additionally, this was 

part of the Student-Parent-Teacher agreement that 

all students and parents had to sign prior to enrol-

ling their child at Dodge.  While we understand 

the importance of family vacations, we ask that 

you do not schedule trips while school is in session. 

 

We do not want students attending school if they 

are sick or running a fever; they risk infecting other 

students and staff.  If your child is ill or otherwise 

unable to attend school due to a medical condi-

tion, please be sure to call Mrs. Emrich in the At-

tendance Office and let her know why your child is 

absent.   If necessary due to the length of the ab-

sence, please request work that can be sent home.  

Please note that TUSD Governing Policy JE-R re-

quires notification of absence(s) within 48 hours or 

the absence(s) will be marked as unexcused. 

 

Tardies: 
Students who accrue 5 tardies will be issued a 

lunch detention and will receive a lunch detention 

for every tardy thereafter.  Tardies not only disrupt 

the student’s learning but the learning of all the 

students in that class.  A student with five tardies 

will also be ineligible for perfect attendance. 

Absences & 

tardies 

Recycing 



P A G E  4  T H E  D O D G E  D I S P A T C H  

TUSD Administration 
Dr.  H. T. Sanchez — Superintendent 

Dr. Abel Morado — Assistant Superintendent Secondary Leadership 

TUSD Governing Board 
Adelita Grijalva —President 

Kristel Foster —Clerk 

Michael Hicks 

Cam Juarez 

Dr. Mark Stegeman 

 

 

 

 

Tucson Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, religion, age, disability, gender, or sexual 

orientation in admission to or access to, or treatment or employment, 

in its educational programs or activities.   

 

Have you Moved 
If your family has moved or your contact 

information changes please make sure 

that you provide the current information 

to the Attendance Clerk, Ms. Emrich at 

731-4102.  It is critical that we have cur-

rent contact information, so that we can 

contact parents or guardians in case of an 

emergency. 

5th Grade siblings 

Dodge families, if you have a 5th grader that you 

would like to attend Dodge next year, the sibling 

rule applies if you have a current 6th or 7th grader 

at Dodge this year.  You must complete a Magnet 

application for your sibling and be sure to note that 

they are a sibling on the application.  Please contact 

Michelle Hutton our Magnet Coordinator at 731-

4131 if you have questions.  

I would like to remind students that we do not allow students to play the Ninja game or any other 

kinds of slap games.  These games have gotten out of hand and can result in students being in-

jured.  I also need to make it very clear that games like “Slap thigh Thursday” and “Cup check Tues-

day”  are prohibited and individuals found participating in these activities will receive an appropri-

ate consequence.  Students should never be hitting or touching one another inappropriate ways.    

Student behavior 

On Monday, September 16th the Girls’ Volleyball team will play against Roskruge Middle 

School; this game was reschedule due to the availability of officials.  The Girls’ Volleyball and 

Boys’ Basketball against Magee on September 19th will be played at Sahuaro High School 

Gym.  Please make sure that you not the change of the location.   

Sports update  

On Thursday, September 19th the Dodge PAC will have its second AZ Pizza Fundraiser from 4:00 pm 

to 9:00 pm.  You can order out or eat in at AZ Pizza located at 5855 E. Broadway Suite #114.  Please 

mention Dodge Middle School and 20% of the ticket goes to PAC. 

PAC Arizona Pizza Fundraiser 


