8th GRADE SCIENCE SYLLABUS
Sue Livingston email: Suzanne.livingston@tusd1.org

Phone number: 731-4155 Please do not phone the classroom during school hours. 

There are three main units that the district requires to be taught this year; Genetics/Evolution Chemical Building Blocks, and MFE (Motion, Forces, and Energy).  Throughout all units students will be reviewing and demonstrating their ability to follow good scientific processes.  All students will need to complete a Science project; however they do not have to display it on a board.   Students who choose to complete a project for the school competition will receive extra credit.   

Supplies needed (these items are needed all year)
Pencil & Pen 
Composition Book 
Graph paper 

Lined Paper 
Colored Pencils 
Colored marking pen 

Wish list 

Tissues

Paper towel

Matchbox brand or Hot Wheels brand Toy Cars


Jumbo book covers (stretchy ones)


(used is fine)
Grades 
Labs/Projects


30% 
Quizzes 


15% 
Behavior/ Participation 
10% 
Tests 



25% 
Class work /Homework 
20% 
Total 



100% 
CLASS RULES 
· Follow all Dodge Rules 

· Follow all safety rules 

· Be considerate of others in the class 

· Clean up all labs and materials
· Do all assigned work to the best of your ability. 

Policies and Procedures
BELLWORK- Bell work is utilized as a tool to focus our understanding of material we have just covered or to direct your thinking toward a concept that we will be covering shortly. When assigned, bell work should be completed on your own. Be sure to date your bell work in your Science journal on a designated page.
PERSONAL BELONGINGS- Backpacks, purses, coats and other personal items need to be stored in the cabinets under the lab tables. The only items on the tables should be your notebook, writing instrument, R&R cards, paper and planner. Cell phones, iPods etc. are not allowed on and/or out at anytime.   Should your phone go off, you are caught using it, or if it is visible it will be confiscated and your parent will need to pick it up at the office.  You will also receive a negative and/or a referral to the office. 

FOOD AND DRINK- Food and drink is NOT allowed in the science classroom. Water bottles are okay and are encouraged.
ORIGINAL WORK- You are expected to do your own written work. Even though you will be working in groups, the written responses must be in your own words. Cheating will not be tolerated. If I find two assignments with the same answers while I am grading, they will split the grade. For instance, if the papers earned 20/20 points, each person will receive 10/20 points. On a test, looking at another’s paper, or using someone else’s notes is considered cheating and will result in the test being taken away. 

LEGIBILITY- If I can’t read it, I can’t grade it and you will receive a zero. Please review your work that you are turning in and edit for legibility, complete sentences and completeness (all items answered, answers numbered according to question being answered, etc).  HAVE PRIDE IN THE QUALITY OF WORK YOU SUBMIT!
ABSENCES- You are responsible for all work presented in class. If you miss material, obtain notes from someone in the class. If you miss a test, lab, or assignment see me as soon as possible to make up the activity. Alternative assignments or tests may have to be given. PLEASE DO NOT ASK FOR WORK AHEAD OF TIME FOR VACATIONS ETC. In most instances, you will need to make up the work when you return from an absence no matter what the reason. You will be given the number of days you were out plus one to complete the work. 

SAFETY- All safety equipment and appropriate attire must be worn and lab procedures explicitly followed. There will be no unauthorized lab experiments. If you are breaking safety rules you will be removed from the classroom and will need to do an alternative lab assignment from a book in another classroom. 

SCHOOL PROPERTY- Destruction of school property is obviously prohibited. Do not scratch, gouge or otherwise destroy lab tables, books, chairs and equipment. An immediate referral will be given to anyone caught or reported as destroying property. Parents could be asked to reimburse the school for the damages. Do not put trash and other debris in cabinets or drawers. If you are caught you will be assigned cleaning duty for at least one lunch period. PLEASE REPORT ANY DAMAGE WHEN YOU FIRST SIT DOWN SO YOU ARE NOT HELD RESPONSIBLE.

EXTRA HELP- If you need extra help; please stop by before or after school to arrange a time to meet.  You can also get help in Tutorial if needed.
WEBSITE- When possible, I will upload copies of worksheets and lab questions to my website.  This is a new tool for us that I am just learning to use.  Please be patient!

LATE WORK- Assignments are expected to be turned in when due at the beginning of the period. Work turned in after the time they are due will be accepted with the following penalty: first week will be penalized 25%, second week through 4th week 50%. After that time a zero will be given for the assignment. Under no circumstances will work from the current quarter be accepted after the “end of quarter deadline” for turning in late or incomplete work. Take your progress reports seriously!  Long term projects are due NO LATER THAN the turn in date.  If you are absent your project must be turned in (email, fax, or in person) by the start of your assigned class period to not be marked late.
REDO WORK- Some assignments may be redone for some extra points.  Incomplete and late work are not eligible, nor are tests.  If you need help, please come and see me.

INCOMPLETE WORK- Work that is not at least 50% complete will not be accepted.  Incomplete work should be completed and turned in as late work.  Incomplete work may NOT be redone for a better grade.  It is much better to complete the work and turn in with a late penalty.

END OF CLASS- You will need to be in your seat with lab tables cleaned and organized before I will dismiss you. Remember at Dodge, teachers dismiss you NOT BELLS! 

GROUP SEATING ASSIGNMENTS- Part of the Core Standards are for you to learn to work with a variety of persons. You need to work cooperatively with your group/partner. You must be in your assigned seat and working with your group for labs and other group work. Your behavior and participation will be assessed and recorded, usually on a weekly basis. I will reassign seats periodically throughout the year.  Do not ask to be moved to a new group, you need to work out the problems and I am happy to help you with that if needed.  
Please sign and return the bottom to signify that you have read and understand the classroom policies.  

Student name  ____________________________________________






(Please print)
Student signature  ____________________________________________

Parent  signature  ____________________________________________

Parent name   ____________________________________________

                                                            (Please print)

Email address _______________________________________________

